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The following address on the subject of ¢“Marriage and Divorce ; or, Laws
Affecting the Family,” was delivered at a National Conference on the Chris-
tian Principles of Civil Government, held in this city in April, 1888. The
statistics appended are taken from advance sheets of the yet unpublished re-
port made to Congress in February of the present year, by the Hon. Carroll
D. Wright, Commissioner of the Department of Labor.  We place them in
your hand, with the following specific requests : y

1. "We ask you to discuss this subject in your pulpit with the care and
thoreughuess which its importance deserves. Sound instruction in the moral
principles anderlying the family relation is needed as never before. The na-
tion’s guilt incurred by corrupt legislation should be faithfully pointed out by
the ambassador of Christ. The chureh, too, has vital interests here, for if
the evil continues it will infeet her life and corrupt her discipline. The in-
terests of souls, of the church and of thie commonwealth call on the Christian
ministry to lead the way in a true reformation.

2. We ask you to discuss the snbject as opportunity is afforded youin
the public journals, both religions and secular, local and general ; an d, especi-
ally that you will allow no false, unchristian teaching on this vital subject to
pass without your protest.

3. We ask that this matter may be brought up in all church courts or
representative bodies, from the lowest to the highest, for earnest considera-
tion and faithful deliverances. The action of the Protestant TEpiscopal Gen-
eral Convention in 1886, forbidding clergymen of that church tojoin in mar-
riage persons who have Leen divorced for insufficient cause, has had wide in-
fluence for good beyond the limits of that hody. Every branch of the Church
should thunder her unceasing protest against laws which sanction adulterous
marriages, corrupt the family, and invite the dissolution of the home.

4. We appeal to you serapulously and vigilantly to refuse to solem-
nize marriage between persons one or hoth of whom have been divorced on
unscriptural grounds ; and, in general, to refuse to marry any persons who
are unknown to you unless they are vouched for by responsible parties as be-
ino morally free fo enter into this holy relation.

5. We ask you to sign, and forward to this office for transmission to
Congress, the following, or an equivalent, petition :

To the Senafe and House of Representalives in Congress assembled
In view of the inconsistencies and eontradietions. and in many cases the pesitively im-
moral provisions, of our divorce laws, the undersipned, citizens of the United States, 1-.3,{1”3“;_

fully request your henorable bodies to take steps for the enactment of a national Marriage
and Divoree Law, carefully conforimed to the moral laws of the Christian veligion,

Will you also secure the utmost possible number of additional signa,
. » o s
tures? Two blank petition tablets, one for each house of Congress, will be
. s,
sent to any one forwarding two cents for postage.



6. Meanwhile, since the procuring of national legislation will be tedi-
ous and uncertain, we ask you, by a personal letter or jointly with your fel-
low citizens, to lay these facts and argaments before the Governor of your
State or Territory, asking him to recommend to your Legislature such
changes in your statutes as will tend to relieve the conflict of laws, and bring
lax laws to a better standard.

7. We ask you, in eonjunction with your fellow citizens, to ascertain
the number of divorces granted in your own county, and the proportion which
they bear to marriages and to population ; and to inquire how far, under the
laws of your State, the discretion of the judges, supported by a stronger pub-
lic opinion, could be exercised to lessen the number of divorces.

The National Reform Association invites all Qhristian citizens to hold
County Conferences on the Christian Principles of Civil Government, simi-
lar to the National Conference at which the following addvess was delivered,
as the most effective way of bringing this and kindred subjects before the
public mind. The full proceedings of this National Conference (pamphlet,
176 pp.) will be sent, post paid, to any addvess for twenty-five cents.

8. Will you not procure and circulate, or

. ‘ aid in circulating, snitable
literature on the right side of this question.

. Copies of this document in which
this letter to clergymen is replaced by an appeal to citizens,
as follows :  Single copies, 2 cts.; in quantities, 15 for 25 ets. Contributions
to aid in distributing it ave respectfully solicited. Those who receive it and
are stirred by it are requested to order it, on the foregoing terms
to lists of names which they may furnish. & :

can be obtained

to he sent

9. The National Reform Association is composed of a great body of
o

citizens, united to maintain and promote the influence of the Christian relig-
ion in the American government. Full information e AT
gether with the Call for its next National C0IJi'cren-::ec(t).;u:L (1:305 n}?::illtzm%];;;ﬁ-
ington City in April next, will be sent ¥run to any address on
Your co-operation in its labors is earnestly requested,

‘We appeal to you, together with the whole body of the Christian min-
istry, to all of whom, so far as possible, this document jg sent :
make & united and determined stand in the name of Christ against these
fearful evils? Can we not turn the tide, so that the next ton ata shall
show a marked proportionate decrease in the number of divorces? Let us
hold up boldly and uncompromisingly the law of Christ as the standard for
all our legislation and for our whole social life. The Lopd will honor and
bless his own truth. With the power of the Spirit for our help, and with the
prayers and sacrifices of our fathers recorded on high as they labored to found
and maintain a truly Christian State, we must not despair of the Republic.

Hoping for your eordial compliance with these requests, I am, in behalf
of the Association, Yours truly, T B StEvExsox,

Corresponding Secretary, N. R. A.
Address, 1520 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa,

application.

Shall we not

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.
BY TIE REV. HERRICK JOHNSON, D.D., CIIICAGO, TLL.

The essential elements of modern civilization may be grouped as the-
istie, individual anil social ; involving the idea of God, the idea of personal.
responsible self, and the idea of fellowship.

The idea of God is a potent and pervading fictor in the life of to-day,
for modern civilization is unchallengeably Clhiristian.

An intense individualism is also the mark of this later eivilization.
The essence of the Protestant principle pervades the modern world.  Fnsti-
tutions are for man; not he for them. The right of private judgment, the
ought of conscience, the imperatives of reason, personal liberty and personal
responsibility in all realms—it is the recognition of these that has led to a
new conception of the dignity and worth of the individual man.

3ut the social element is equally an essential feature of the age. It is
the deepening sense of brotherhood, leading to a community of interest,
finding expression in the family, in the gweet amenities and sanctities of

Jhome, in the care of the unfortunate, in the elevation of woman, in the

comity of nations, in the mighty missionary movements of our time, by
which the world is made to thrill with the thought of divine Kingship, as
if, in very truth, all the nations of the earth were of one blood.

These three essential elements of modern civilization, the theistic, indi-
vidual and social, all have vital relation to this question of Marriage and
Divorce. The very highest sanction of the Institution of Marriage is that
Glod is behind it, as its authoritative founder. The chief peril that menaces
it is the assertion of a perverted and extravagant individualism. And the
social element gets its most perfect realization in marriage, the glory of
which is that thereby “they twain ave made one flesh.” TFor the one funda-
mental thing in society is the family, in whose bosom are the chastities that
keep life’s fountains clean and sweet. The last analysis of civilization is not
golitude but a home.

Marriage thus takes on certain recognizable and indispensable features.

Its mondg{mmus feature. If we go back to the beginning of the race
we hear the first man saying of the first woman, *This is now boue of my
hone and flesh of my flesh.” We hear the divine conclusion from this
premise: < Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother and shall
eleave unto his wife.” Thus God put his seal upon the nupiials of two
souls, and instituted monogamy as the law of the race. Polygamy was an
after growth, a fungus, in the interests of carnality. When woman ceased
to walk singly with her lushand in the glery of wedlock, and came to be
kept in herds, subserving a herd’s uses; down went the faumily, Home, in
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our best sense of the word, became unknown to heathenism, The daughters
of Israfl we.re, 1o some extent, “sheltered from the wild storm blowing else-
where,” for it was along the line of the families of the tribe of Judah that
the Redeemer of the world was to he born. And a bosom must be kept
Em‘e for tlmtohjldmg. But outside Judaism it was blackness of darkness
or woman. nly when t S8 : <

i Y when the blessed Son of God himself solemnly repeated
and ratified the indissoluble bond of Eden, and gay ] :
A T e 0, gave new sanctity to wed-

¢k by the words, “ What God hath joined ¢ :
me s o 4t joined together:let not man put
SN ;r, 1w.ls marriage restored to itg trpe place.

nother feature of marriace is it 5 :

) g TAAITIAZE 1S 1t unique and matchless unity, Itis
not a mere physical connection. While its physical hasia ie 3 .
e . Physical basis iz in sex, it goes
ar deeper than that. “Bone of my hone ;

: : . Y bone and flesh of my flesh® means
more than relation. Partncrshlp for m tual <
o > utual uses tells nothing of the story.

ontract may bring contact, but it is 1, t a blending j 5

; e ’ ot & blending in sympathetic and vital
umon. Norislove all. Love is mueh, But mere ]

: : i . re love may de e
into passion, and as a wild fury of the heart take the hit § H{W dégenerat
Teaw: all. harron S ake the bit in its mouth and

p arriers. The union is mora] gg - 11 i

e _ 5 well as affectionat. It binds the
whole nature. It grips the conscience and harnesses the il and s

. G Will and comman
the re}ison afst ‘;\r::a].El as cllomlnates the affections,
ence 1ts indissoluble feature, The e 1o s

23 L 3 v 5 1e tie ig ureva H
part.” It is God’s ordainment, not man’s encran'erl:lentcabl‘3 el vt
one flesh. 'Will you tear flesh apart? W'ha: E‘rod 1 .'t

ha

not man put asunder, If dissoluble, wherein does
concubinage. But it is urged that the heart h
of eternity are impossible. One wel] replies +
for the forming of the conjugal union, but it hag
To the principle of the heart’s liberty,
fidelity. And herein we assign to it an office more begyt:
more pure than if we claimed for it e Erviione ec“l:ufnful .and a glory
chanee and of changing its object without ceasing,” HGIACINARE prto

But God’s ordainment of irrevocable wedlogk :
founded in the ver ] i S e LT

= y nature of things, The engagement not

St ik A - - n = 10 £
chain is inherent in marriage. Far too many in;regts han to b;ca].i tl_w
solubleness of the union, to make it the adjustable thine a ;O{i 5 tt. @Rt

. * : 1.5 :
welfare of the whole of society is wrapped up in the :acmd im:id 11?;. : 1
this pond. eIy o
And here we reach its feature of sanctity, .

Y _ g 1t 16

union of two souls. It is the fountain of life. Here are formeq tho;n -

= % 5E =

ward breathing types we call our children. The home is therefore the bm-ltd
and cement of the race. The family links together successive "enLrati::n

: : R 2 ns,

does not and cannot live to itself. “Bone of my bone and flesl, o? my flesl »
. . = 3 1

tells only half the story of the family uwnion. A deeper mystery of 1i’fe

appeared when Eve said, “ I have gotten a manchild from the Lord,” .Soul

of my soul expresses more nearly the velation of parents to offspring. The

g.

h joined together let
arriage differ from
as rights and that the vows
'ho says, « Love hag rights,
none at all for dissolving it.
We must oppose that of the heart’s

Marriage is more 1}

They twain become

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. Vi

family likeness goes a good deal deeper than the flesh. Many a father and
mother can testify to this truth. ‘They have seen occasional flashes of their
child’s spirit that told of fires within which they knew were mnot lighted
there but transmitted. We do hang on one another in this fearful way
Hooks of steel do not begin to tell the closeness and the strength of this
inner spiritual relationship. Jesse Pomeroy, the child-fiend, did not drop
by chance out of the sky; nor was he flung up by some freak of demons
from the pit. The roots of his nature struck back somewhere in the beings
that gave him birth; just as the roots of Timothy’s unfeigned faith struck
back in his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice.

And what honor of chastity is born and nurtured i a pure home—an
honor that has held many a young man to virtue amidst the foulest pollutions
of the world. My Mother!” What millions owe to that memory their chaste
lives and their reverent esteem of womanhood. And what is the one thing
to which a man that has become tainted aad defiled Jooks back with a kind
of deathless reverence, and that smidst all the pollutions of his heart and
life keeps up the dream of a possible restoration! What but the boyhood
image of a pure Mother! Is that a pagan idea? Can you find it in pagan
art or literature? It was in a Galilean sky God set this matchless star.

And again: How all the long dependent infancy and childhood is fitted
to tic hearts together. *Ilome, sweet Iome ”—how that strain has dimmed
the eyes when sung out at sea, or by camp five, or on some foreign shore.
Thalberg, by the mere playing it on an instrument, could make men weep.
All the chords of the heart seem to thrill and’ vibrate with music full of
tears when that word is struck. The old house, the saintly faces, the bosom
covert and dear caress, within which childhood wept its tears and breathed
its confidences; the outgoings and incomings; Mother, Father, the dear dead
of the family—who that knows anything of these does not know that they
are the memories the heart will not let die.

‘Whether, therefore, we consider the intimacy and oneness of marriage,
the tremendous bearing of chaste or tainted thought and life at this fountain
of life, the wholesome restraints by which the wild furies of the heart are
reined in with invisible ecurb and bit, and made to minister to high endeavor,
the graeeful amenities and loving sacrifices begotten of kinship and depen.
dence, and the immeasurable possibilities of every sort that are wrapped up
in wedlock, we see whatsa heritage it is for our keeping and joy, we see how
its duties are the last that should be trifled with, how we should set it about
with sacred shields, and how utterly inviolable should be its sanctities.

Clearly, then, anything that threatens to break up the family, by loosen-
ing its ties and absolving from its solemn obligations, strikes at our most
fundamental institution, and is the most serious menace te our social order.

I make bold to say we are confrouted with just such g, peril to-day in
easy divorce. It has thrust itself widely and viciously into our legislat.-ion.
1t has l:‘:’ecume imbedded in our laws. In spirit and effect it is completely
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revolutionary and destructive. 1t is breaking up thousands and thousands
of homes every year. If is snapping most sacred and God-ordained tics as
if thf:.}-‘ were withs of tow. Through this open door of easy divorce the
inestimable blessings of home and marriage ave takir ¢ their flioht, and in

* 3 = - 1 = ; i
are coming o brood of yelping passions; and God’s terrific words, « 1 will
curse your blessings,” is having an ever-widening fulfilment.

Look at our laws, Detailed enumeration is here impossible. Bu# the
grounds of divorce, in the great majority of States, range in number from
six to ten. They are chiefly impotency, adultery, cruelty, drunkenness,
crime, abandonment, neglect.  South Carolina las repealed all laws per-

LT eoie I Y orle di alc 2 s 1 ~ . =
ml]'t.ll..l_‘:,” div orce. ] NE':\\- T_L.m]\ divorces only for adulter , standing alone with
the statutes of God in this matter. Every other State steps away from {his
solid ground of Scripture, and in the very face of Christ’s solemn SR
puts asunder man and woman for causes that in man ¥ instances make mar-
riange a mere convenience and its solemn bond a farce.  Alabama divorces

v Epanenie 3 x “Ta] * vinle =Gy a.r N
for 1(,«?.%01]&]31(, apprehension of violence endangering life or health.,”  Ar-
kansas for 1_1131‘5-‘.011111 mdlgmt}' that shall render the condition of the appli-
cant intolerable.”  Colorado for “failure to make reasonable provision for
support of the family for one year.”  Ohio for “any gross neslect of duty.”

) £ o 1ty

Arizona, “whenever the judge deerces the case to he within the general
mischief the law is intended to remedy, or within what it may be presumied
- . had it fore-

e absolute, and after
divoree either party may marry again.  With such laws for a hasis of action
= i : ;

and with a vicious system of divorce brt}kerage, and the loose procedure and

would have been provided against by the legislature
seen the gpecifie case.” In Connecticut all divorces ar

swift celerity of process in many of our courts, is it any wonder that we
have come to a wild license n this vegard ? Here are all the commonwealths
of this Christian nation, with two significant exceptions, thrusting the sword
of the State into that most sacred relationship of life in which two have
become one flesh, and cutting that flesh apart, thouch Ged has thundered
his prohibition of the lawless surgery. We are authorizing by express
statute the living together of men and women in what the Son of God
stamps, in eclear and unmistakable terms; as open adultery. «I sy unto
you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for fornication, and shall
marry another, committeth adultery. And he that marrieth her when she
is put away committeth adultery.” DMatt. xix. 9. “Both these parties are
living in adulterous connection ; for the divorced womun, divorch o e
other ground than that warranted by Scripture, is still, in the eye of G‘J'i:
the wife of the man who put her away.  According to Christ nothing hut
death or adultery can hreak the marriage seal.* Y

¢ If the doubtful passage in 1 Cor. vii. 16 he construed as juslifying divorce in all cases
of wilful desertion, then thaf oo may be named as a Scriptural justification for breaking the
marriage seal.  But it is guestionable whether any liberty of divorce and Te-marriage can he
derived from this word of God.  And in any event the liherly is to be used only in the cleanly
expressed and very narrow limitations.

MARRIAGE AND DIVORON. 9

As these loose laws of divoree have gone down on the statute books,
they have been aceompanied by a startling inerease of divorces. Minute
tabulated stalistics cannot be given in the limited space alloted to this dis-
cussion. But the facts ave alarming. As brought cut in official reports,
Connecticut’s ratio of divornes to marviages is about one to eleven. The
average for ten years in one of the counties of Conneeticut was one fo six
and a half,  DMassachusetts has steadily advanced her ratio. It was onc
divoree to fifty-one marriages in 1860,  In 1880 it was one to twenty-eight,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Maine, Ohio, have gone on the same descending
road with all too cager feet. Rhode Island and Maine have struck as low ¢
ratio as one divorce to ten marriages. Ohio one to-sixteen. California, in
twenty-nine counties, one divoree to o fraction over seven marriage licenses.
Chicago one divorce to eight marriages. Indiana one to eleven. Denver
one to a little less than four! If statistics were available for the entire
country, the result would not greatly differ. Think what these fizures mean.
They mean that from five to fifteen per cent. of the fumilies in important
sections of our country are being cut asunder by this awful surgery. One
divorce to every dozen marriages means that one marriage in every twelve
is doomed to a violent disruption. T'his is what we are to-day providing for
by our lax laws. This is the way we guard the most sacred and fundamental
institntion of our social life.

I know the plea made in extenuation ; that love has rights and liberties
as well as duties, that intolerable burdens are not to be bound forever on
souls by the ligatures of wedlock, thut mismated heavts ought not to be kept
in a lifelong misery, and that the sins of unchastity will themselves be less-
ened by opening these gates to freedom.  “ Why should a husband and wife
be compelled to live with each other after love is gone,” asks a jeering
Ingersoll.

But when love voluntarily assumes the obligations of marriage it sur-
renders its right to wander. Its liberty is license. And while the law of
the indissoluble marriage bond does sometimes bear hard on the individoal,
so that the home beeomes a cruel mock and travesty of what love pictures
it and God would make it, it must be remembered that this is no argument
tor the loosening of that bond when the loesening makes more hurts than it
heals.  The rights of the few are wrongs when they eam be had ouly by
the destruction of the rights of the many. Marriage roots itself too deeply
and widely in our life to be rudely slashed Dby the Iknife of reform in the
effort to cut off’ an infrequent exerescence. 'We must not spread the virus
by the method we take fo get rid of it. Better let the fire burn itself oyt
than scatter the flames by an effort to vepress them. It stands io renson
that the prospects of easy divorce multiply inconsiderate marriages.  And
if men and women are made to know the unalterableness of the words
“till death us do part,” they will not rush so headlong into the vow

3 ; s of
wedlock.  We guard the way into this most sacred of all human pe]

ation-
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ships, by narrowing the way out.  When we shall make the exit what God
has made it, we shall be sure of shielding best, and for most hearts, this
fairest domain of earth. “It has been maintained,” says Woolsey “ th:ﬁ,
facility of divorce is necessary to prevent infructions of 1'11;Lt1‘imonial ,rirrhts;
but under the Empire (Roman) although neither law nor opinion set u; any
strong barriers against divorce, adultery was exceedingly frequent. The
crime burst out like a plague in the very highest classes.” Gibbon uOl‘l‘Oi)(J-
rates Woolsey. He says (vol. v., p. 55), “A specious theory is confuted by
this free and perfect experiment (at Rome) which demonstrates th'x;; the
liberty of divorce does not contribute to happiness and virtue.” (

Statistics on this point are not widely available; but so far as furnished
t.hcy m}pp@rt the view that sins of unchustity, instead of dimini@.iﬂnr* h0si-
tn_'ely ncrease, with easy divorce. Let Ingersoll’s doctrine oncek : ci Tl ;
widely accepted, that husbands and wives are not com selled to 1 w i3 ;01 b
when love is dead, and we shall soon see an :1pp:11]in£r licen;:z ;Yf"bi;“gb%'f
M'asmchusett_s increased her population fifty per centa.. in the ty tmu'1 1‘ }‘:
prior to 1880. During this period she more than doubled 1 e }ed.'lb
But in these twenty years, while crime : bl
four-tenths per cent., ¢
four per cent.

in general increased rent
: ; p g cased only twenty and
rimes of unchastity increased one hundred and seventy-
Doubtless this is ; 5 -
Jogt 11? s this is not wholly, nor chiefly, cause and effect. The truth
probably is that each of these spots in cur sogjal life is closely related
gome deeper, underlying trouble. But it proves beyond quest.io}r 1;;'13:3‘- 2
n that easy

any other erime ; i

: x : L against ch: r s
could it be. The marriage tie is a sacred shielg of c:;irt R
: : d = uc,
marriage tic and you cheapen virtue. «A mischief
bond of the family—that is, upon a union of the tw,
must inevitably send its poison through the whole sy

divorce is no cure for adultery, or

Cheapen the
Preying upon the vital
0 sexes in marringe—

stem,”
But after all divorce is more a symptom ths

1 it s the disease i
It betrays the evil. It does not account for it. o o

15‘ ]]5«' dﬂ men ':1][(,1 women
it

. Stlve un(](ap {‘,he restre e ax
g raints l}i “ Illclal].lrlge YO ] VY ll}' are 'E»he?

increasingly ready to tear up the very foundation of home, and to assert :
right that flies in the very face of a divine ordinance— the vight fl.e;,,] ta.
put asunder what God has joined together! Clearly because th: hioh i‘dia_l(;
in connection with the family are fading out of men’s minds, e

: Becanse the
home atmosphere has been widely pervaded by a subtle poison.  Becaus
the sacred precinets of the household have been fouled and slimed 1 hy insid
ious and subtle sugaestions of oppressive restraint on the one side and of
gilded license on the other. Whenee have these vile necromancers come?
R A Al s gs T et s : pr ; . .
Who are these syren charmers that have been playing such fatal mischief
with the affections and passions! Can we name the eauses that have bred
this discontent and produced this disintegration—a discontent and a disinte-
gration that only need go far enough, and strike homes enough, to turn our
social order inte chaos! Discriminating clearly as to the causes of this

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. 11

grievous social hurt, we shall be on the sure road to the remedy- T must
dismiss many of these causes with scarcely more than a word.

Loose divorce laws undoubtedly have their influence. - They invite a
short cut to freedom from infelicities and incompatibilities that would be
borne and conquered, if there were not set before the murried this open
door.

Intemperanee is a fruitful source of this evil. It blights here as it
blishts everywhere. 1t changes habitations of love and joy into these of
hate and sorrow. Among all the indictments ot the liquor saloon this is
the blackest, the curse it is to the family, the beastliness and cruelty and
lust and violenee it belches from its mouth of hell and flings across the
threshold of the home.

The unbalanced pressure of individualism is another source of trouble
in our social life, loosening the ties of home and weakening the family prin-
ciple. All the currents of our political and religious life have set to inde-
pendency. Personal liberty, the individual as the unit of the State, protest
against domination and dictation, disregard for a common standard of action
__these have had tremendous emphasis in our national and social life. “The
principle was at the base of the Reformation. It gave birth to our nation-
ality. It was accentuated in our civil war. It is an essential element of
our modern civilization, an insistance upon the dignity and worth of the
individual. It cannot be too strongly held. But it has heen too exclusively
held. We have allowed it to monopolize emphasis, until it has nursed a
spirit that will not brook even the restraints of home and marriage when
they come to fret the soul or hinder its fullest self-assertion. We must halance
this modern development, which Herbert Spencer calls “a tendency to indi-
viduate,” by maintaining, with a more commanding earnestness, the unity
and purity of the household. We must insist that the home is our chief
citadel, to be held at all hazards ; that we best serve the individual when we
serve home best; that personal suffering must sometimes be the price we pay
for the larger good. And we must put thunder enough into our protest to
stop the legislation that would relieve the individual by stabbing the family.
Better let an ill-begotten marriage stand, when once consummated, than
expose all wedlock to the wolfish jaws of our modern divorce.

Another inflnence threatening family disintegration is mereantilism—
the engrossing, invading, assaulting spirit of traffic. What helps homes?
The development of high ideals. The patronage of culture.  'Wholesome
education. The daily association and commingling of the household. At-
tention to the finer and unexpressed needs of wife and children. Have
these been given? Alas, the drive and worry, the rush and roar, the press
and stress, the abselute tyranny of the mercantile spirit in all our cities, is
proverbial. And the cities hold the key to the social situation. What is
the result ? Palatial hotels, unrivaled railways, unlimited extension of tele-
graphs, monster corporations, mammoth monopalies, indeed, hut in politics
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sion to the hardness of the people’s hearts; is made to Jjustify the modern
legislation that licenses the grog shop. And it may be doubted, also,
whether very many of us who are called to perform the marriage service are
not guilty of a thoughtless complicity in thizs matter by the easy way in
which we have aceepted a legal permit from the State as our aunthorization
for ths celebration of the nuptials, without any adequate inquiry as to
Whether the parties had divine warrant for their wedlock—us if the seal of
a State and the license of a Court could absolve us of all responsibility in
our offirial celebration of the nuptial ceremony |

¥ ecently asked of one of our Judges at Chicago, who has been ten
or fiftecn years on the bench where these suits are heard, ¢ What are the

latest signs in the divorce business?” «The latest signs are these,” said he,

divorce,
and that the trouble is spreading more and more upward among the better
classes.”

A voice sounds out of heaven, saying, « They have sowed the wind;
they shall reap the whirlwind.” “The nation op kingdom that will not
serve God shall perish.” A nation’s laws are the expression of its convie-
tion and life. The King of the nations put his

“that adultery is getting more and more common as s ground of

- ‘ : hand solemnly on the insti-
tution of marriage and said, “ What God hath joined together let not man

ut asunder.” ur divoree laws are in dir .
P . I0e O t. 8 are in direct, open, flagrant contravention
of the divine law. There is but one conclusion: We must change thess
= = (=]
laws or God will curse our blessings.
g

THE LATEST FACTS CONCERNING DIVORCEH.

[From the “Christian Statesman,” September 19, 1389.]

Two years ago the National Congress appropriated Ten Thousand dol-
lars to bear the expense of an inquiry into the working of Marriage and Di-
voree laws in the United States, and assigned to the Hon. Carroll D.
Wright, of Massachusetts, Commissioner of the Department of Labor, the
duty of collecting the statistics. His report was made to Congress on the 20tk
of February, 1889, and when printed will make a volume of more than 1000
pages. The table on' the second page, taken from advance sheets which
Mr. Wright has furnished, reveals a painful and alarmin @ state of social morals.

The whole number of divorees granted in the United States in twenty
years 1s shown to be 328,716, or almost one third of a million. Still more
ominous is the steady inerease during that period, not only in the number of
divorces but in the proportion which they bear to marriages and to the popu-
Iation. While the population of the country, from 1867 to 1886, increased
66 per cent., i. e., much less than doubled, divorces increased 156 Jper cent.,
or far more than doubled.
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This report presents a full exhibit of the laws of the States and Terri-
tories relating to Marriage and Divorce. 'We have forty-six sets of laws, no
two of which are alike, while nearly all have departed widely from the stand-
ard of Christian morals. Some of them have multiplied shamefully the causes
for divorce, and the divorces are usually absolute, leaving both parties free to
contract other marriages. The State thus sanctions unions which must be
condemned as adulterous, and takes wpon hersclf the guilt of these abomi-
nation. A man may obtain a divorce in one State and be legally re-
married there, while he is Hable to prosecution for bigamy if he returns
to his former residence, and the children of the second marriage are legitimate
in one State and illegitimate in the other. This conflict u.f ]m.vs is not
only troublesome, but demoralizing, since it educates .thc public mind away
from the idea that there is any moral gtandard which governs the whole
matter. T ; .

The effect of lax laws in increasing the number of divorces is very mani-
fest. Vermont, for example, relaxed her laws in 1870, and the average an-
nual number of divorces for the next five years, compared with the yearspre-
ceding, rose from 155 to 181. In 1878 some restrictions were imposed, and
the number of divorces sank at once from 192 to 132 janother salutary change
in the law in 1884 diminished them in one year from 198 to 91, while with
the repeal of these restrictions the next year, they rose again to 129.

Other tables in the report show the proportion of divorces to the number
of married couples in the several States. Thus, for example, in Arkansas,
in 1870, there was one divorce to every 810 married couples in-the State;
ten years later, one to every 826. In a few other principal States the pro-

portion is as follows:

Married couples Married couples

to one divoree, to ons divorce.

{1870 188] | [ 107. [ 188D

355 | 2ov | Massachusetts, 631 [ 560

Sgllfﬁ‘iﬂi&fﬁt 216 | 34| NWew York, _ 1133 | 1151

Tlinois, 471 21| Pennsylvania, 168 | 851

Indiand. a71| 262| Ohio, 507 | 380

Towa, 305 | 306| Whole Country. 664 | 479
L)

See now in Pennsylvania and New York, where the laws, and the prae-
tice of the courts, are comparatively sound and wholesome, _how small is the
proportion of divorces. See in Connecticut, whose “or‘nmbu‘s clause” was
repealed in 1878, what a marked improvement appears in 1880 ; arn1d see in
all the rest, and in the whole country, how the proportion rises I “Taken as
a whole,” says the Rev. D. Convers, in the work announced on another
page. “the lines slope ominously downward. And they are likely so to do
until we work a revolution in the minds of men. Possibly we might change
the law here and there, but the altered law will not stand long without
a public opinion to support it.  We will rejoi.ce in and co-operate with any
chanse in ‘rules of court’ which will make divorces harder to get; we will
c&ol}érme with and rejoice in any law which will lessen the causes for divorce,
and make the requirements as to residence, etc., more stringent ; butthe work
of the reformer will not be done until we have made the people as a whole
own the’ divine rule, ‘once married, married till death,” and make them under.
stand that in upholding the indissolubility of marriage they are upholding re-
Kgion, morality, and happiness foo.”
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Rev. R. G. McNEICE, D.ID., Salt Lake City.
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Hon. RoGER S. GREENE, Supreme Court of Washington Territory, Seattle.

RECORDING SECRETARY.
Rev. R. J. GEorGE, D.D., Beaver Falls, Pa.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.
Rev. T. P. STEVENSON, D.D., 1520 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

TREASURER,
Rev. Davip MCALLISTER, D.D., LL.D., 13 Union Ave., Allegheny, Pa.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
Hon., FELIX R. Brunot, Chairman,

MEMBEERS EX-OFFICIO.
REvV. R. J. GEORGE,
Secretary of the Association.
R. T. P. STEVENSON,
Corresponding Secretary.
Rev. D. MCALLISTER,
Treasurer.
And the Distriet Secretaries
when commissioned anew for
the year.

OTHER MEMBERS.
JOHN ALEXANDER,
FPhiladelphia, Pa.
Eev. I. N. Havs, D.D.,
Allegheny, Pa.
WILLiaM BERRY,
] Venice, Pa.
D. O. BRowN,
Saltsburg, Pa.
A. BB, COPELAND,
Parnassus, Pa.
W. P. CoaARE,
Mansfield, Ohio.
D. CHESTNUT,
Pittsburg, Pa.

Josn A. Dobps,
New Galilee, Pa.
Roserr T. Briiorr,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Rev. J. W. Furron,
; : Allegheny, Pa.
Rev. J. T. McCroRry, 1
Pittshurg, Pa.
THOS. B. GREACEN,
_ New York.
Rev. Prof. J. K. McCLurkmy,
D.D., Allegheny, Pa.
Rev. J. R. J. MILLIGAN,
: Allegheny, Pa.
JanmEs R, McKER,
_ Pittshurg, Pa.
Hexry O'NEILL, i
. New Vork.
Rev. J. A. Swangy,
) Pittsburg, Pa.
President S. F. ScovEer,
Wooster, Ohio.
R. M. DowxIE,
! Beaver Falls, Pa.
Prof. Joaxw McNAUGHER,
Allegheny, Pa.

The Christian Statesman.—@)
@ —Its Field and its Work.

The special ground which this journal occupies, :lnrl'iis access to special so;rces
of information, combine to make its conlents of cxceptmm}l.value‘ Many su J;CL;
which are almost ignored by the secular, and even by the rengrous, press, are r(]e‘::,ar t;
by it as of the highest importance. The Chaistian Statesman is the only JO'LH';]EI. énl e;
country which during the last year has discussed carefully m.zd thoroughly the Schoo
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States now pending bcfo_re C.ong:resa No
tention to the whole school question in 1ts twofold

other journal has devoted equal at ! ;
: from atheistic tendencies as well as from sectarian

aspect of danger to our school system
encroachments.

No other paper in the United States has discus
and the great principles on which alone our Sabbath

sed so carefully the Sabbath question
laws can be maintained.

The Christian Statesmarn stands alone in the use which it has made of the statistics

contained in the remarkable report presented to Congress in Fe‘bruar)t of the preseni
aws throughout the United States, and

ear on the working of Marriage and Divorce L
i h = facts so urgently

in its advocacy of the special measures of reform which these startling
call for,

1
: P . 1 Woman's
No important movement in the moral and religious world, such as the Woms

Christian Temperance Union, the Young People’s Societies of Ch_ris.tizml Endem:r])r,d th{;
work of the Evangelical Alliance, or the progress of Foreign Missions, has failed o
record in these columns.

An increasing number of thoughtful minds have sought the Srafesman asa medium
through which to address the public.

The steady enlargement of the National Reform Movement and th‘c g‘reat Nm’o‘j‘a}
Conventions which have gathered under its auspices, have helped to enrich its pages with
matter of the highest interest and value.

Coming months and years will increase, not diminish, the variety and value of its
contents. A special Washington correspondent has been secured who l%eefps a wntc:hful
eye on events at the capital which involve the principles of national religion. iBE?ldeS,
some twenty special secretaries have been secured by the National Reform A'ssomalmn to
take charge of as many different departments of work, and all of these will make the
Christiarn Statesman their organ of communieation with the public.

Of this paper Prof. Tayler Lewis once wrote: * In no paper in our land do we find
go clear a discussion of the great principles which must underlie our own and all other
political systems. It is deserving of the patronage of every thinking and cultivated
mind, apart from individual concurrence in all its views.”

No Minister of Religion, no Teacher, no intelligent citizen who strives to keep
abreast of current thought on vital questions, can afford to neglect this journal.

For terms, etc., see last page.



National Reform Documents.

No. 1.

No. 2.

No. 3.

VOLUME I.

July, 1887. .Annual Report of the National Reform Association,

Including the Proceedings of the Annual Convention, Pittsburg, May 17, 12,
1887.

September, 1887. The Centennijal Anniversary of the American
Constitution. Including— "

. An open letter to Ministers and Christian Citizens, By the Correspond-
ing Secretary.
1. Testimonies to the Religious Defect of the Constitution of the United

States. Compiled by the Rev. D. MecAllister, LL.D., recently Professor
of Political Science in Geneva College,

1L Our National Obligation to acknowledge God in the Constitution of the
United States. By the Rev. J. H. Mellvaine, D.D., formerly Professor
of Political Science in Princeton College.

1v. The Religious Defect of the Constitution, An Historical Paper, by the
Rev. E. R. Craven, D. D, General Seerctary of the Presbyterian Beard
of Publication.

V. Written and unwritten Constitutions. By the Rev. Professor McAllister,
LL.D.

Vi, The Proposed Christian Amendment, By the Rev. W. J. Coleman,
District Secretary of the National Reform Association.

November, 1887. An Arpument for the Religious Amendment of
the Constitution of the United States. By President Julius H. Seelye,
D.D., Amherst College.

January, 1888. Answers to Objections. By the Rev. D. McAllister,
D.D., LL.D.

March, 1888. We Do Not Mean Union of Church and State. By
President Sylvester F, Scovel, Wooster University, O.

May, 1888. Aims and Operations of the National Reform Asso-
ciation. By the Rev. George Hill, D.D,

The great practical measure to which the National Reform Association gave atten-
tion during the first years of its history was the religious amendment of the Constitution
of the United States. The ablest arguments issued in support of this measure have
been grouped together in the foregoing volume. Nos. I and 2, as above, can be had,
singly, for 25 cents each; cither of Nos. 3,4, 5 and 6, or either of the separate parts of
No. 2, for 5 cents each; and the whole volume, handsomel y bound in cloth, wilh gilt
title, for 75 cents, Specfal rates to those ordering in quantities for free distribution,

THE ALDINE PRESS CO.,
1520 Chestnut St., Philadelphia.

Address,

|
[
|

NATIONAL REFORM MANUAL

A Handbook of Christian Civil Government.

Chapter [—Origin and Nature of the National Reform Movement.
' Chapter If.—Methods of Work.
Chapter I/l.—Historical and Documentary Basrs of the Movement.

Here are found many of the most remarkable Christian acts and utterances in our
national histery from the earliest days till the present time.

Chapter IV.—Philosophical Basis of the Movement.

The collection of authorities in this chapter on the chief fimdamental principles of
political science is alone worth the cost of the volume. Extracisare given {rom the stand-
ard works of the most authoritative writers in America, England, I'rance and Germany.
As in Chapter III, all citations are from original sources, and are given with careful and
exact references to volume and page.

Chapter V.—Scriptural Basis of the Movement.

Passages of God’s Word are quoted in full, classified, and their teachings formulated
in brief and clear sentences. This, with the two preceding chapters, puls in maost conve-
nient form for ready use just what every friend of National Reform should have at hand
to justify his positions with friends and confute all determined adversaries.

Chapter VI.—Basis in the Law of Self Defence.

The rise and progress of secularism, and its assaults on our Christian institutions of
government are traced with great fullness and care. The evils which secularism or polit-
ical atheism is to-day working among professing Christians are strikingly set forth,

Chapter VII.—Leading Objections to the Movement.

The sharp Socratic method is largely followed here, and will give useful hints to all
fiends of the cause in meeting their opponents.

Chapter VIIl.—Results and Prospects.

This review and outlook are both full of encouragement. It is evident from what
has been seen that we are close to a national crisis, This chapter will help to make the
friends of Reform ready for it.

From the Christian Statesman. h

The argument in this book is cumulative, rising from its historical foundation in the
life and character of American institutions to its basis in the law of self defence. Between
these two practical arguments, appealing 50 strongly to patriotic sentiment, stand the twa
strong pillars of our cause, the Jachin and Boaz in the temple of our American Christianity.,
These are the arguments drawn from sound political philosophy and from the teachings of
the word of God. The whele constitutes an argument which is overwhelming and unan-
swerable. The demenstration is completed by the concite and lucid refutation, in a suc-
ceeding chapter, of all the principal objections which have been urged against the movement.
The array of facts from American history and citations from state papers and judicial deci-
sions is of surpassing interest and value in itself, apart from its bearing on the question in
hand. No friend and advocate of National Chvistianity can afford te be withoul this bool.
No thoughtful student of American institutions and of pending public movements can afford
to neglect it.

325 pages. Price, $1.25, Postage, 10 cents extra,
Send all orders to the author,

DAVID MeALLISTER, 18 Union Ave., Allegheny, Pa.




NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES OF
CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

Held in Philadelphia, April 24-26, 1888. Pamphlet, 176 pages. This vol-
ume, besides the Annual Report of the Nafional Reform Association,
contains the following valuable addresses:

 The Secular Theory of Education.”’—By the Rev. D, MeFall, Boston, Mass. 1

*t The Bible in Colleges,”—By the Rey, Robert €. Matlaclk, D.D., SBecretary of the Evangelical
LEducation Society of the Protestant Episcopnl Church.

“ Romanism and American Institutions.”—By the Rev. James Harper, D.D., Professor of
Theology, Xenin, Ohio. ‘

“The Moral Aceountability of Nations."—By the Rev. J. M. Foster, District Secretary of the
National Reform Association.

tThe Nation as a Sabbath-Breaker.”—By the Rev, 0. P. Filzgerald, D.D., Editor of the
“ Christinn Advoeate,”! Nashville, Tennessce.

# National Sabbath Reform.'—By the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, D.D,, Field Secretary of the
Ameriean Sabbath Union. o

4 Christianity and American Politics.”"—By the Rev. W. M, Grier, D.D,, President of Erskine
College, South Caroling, B

£2 Chrli§tian Governments and Foreign Missions,”—By the Rev. W. W, Barr, D.D., Philadel-
phia. . /

“The Liguor Power a Menace to Christian Civilization.”"—By the Rev. George K. Morris,
D.D., Yhiladelphin.

" The Press as Related to Christian Civilization.”—By the Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D.D,
Philndelphin,

“ Marriage and Divorce, or Laws Affecting the Family,"—By the Rev. Herrick Johnson,
DI, Chieago, !

“ The Proposed Christian Amendment.'—By the Rev. W. J. Coleman, Professor of Political
Science, Geneva College,

* Christ the Mation’s King.”"—By the Rev. T, R, Terrett, Saraloga Springs, N. Y.
Price, 25 cents.

IMPORTANT WORKS ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

Divorce and Divorce Legislation.—By the late Theodore D, Woolsey, D.D., LL.D., Presi-
%ept. ofs'l&"nlc College. A complete exhibit of the divoree laws of the several States. ——pages.

rice, $1.75.

Marriage and Divorce in the United States, as they are and as they ought to be. By the
Rev.D. Convers, Assistant Rector at St. Clement's Church, Philadelphin. Vivacious and inter-
esting from the first page to the last, and particularly commendable for the fidelity with
which it holds up the law of Christ as the standard of all legislation, and for the courageous
and hopeful view which it takes of the existing situation. The author holds the extreme
view, that abselute divorce ought to be granted for no cnuse whatever., With this exception,
his positions are those maintained in the documents of the National Reform Association,
266 puges. Price, $L00.

For the above Report, or either of the above volumes, address,

THE ALDINE PRESS CO., :
1620 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.

THE CHRISTIAN STATESMAN

A 16 page Weekly Journal.
Devoted to the Cause of Public Morals and National Religion.

Established to discuss the principles of government and eurrent political questions in the
light of the Christian religion, . - i ;

Tg maintain our Sabbath Lasws, the Bible in the Schools, and other Christian features of
the American Government. 2

It is an uncompromising advoceate of all Y}:qtl reforms; it opposesthe union of Chureh and
State; it has no sectarian relations; itis not "in pelitics” but deals with all parties from an
independent position, b :

“T have read it from its eommencement with decided interest, and have derived from it
no inconsiderable instruction.'—Justice Strong, iuie of the Umited States Supreme Courl.

“T hardly know of a paper whose wide circulation would be more advantageous.'—Presi-
dent Seelye, of Awmhersi College, Mass. p

“An instrumentality of unsurpassed usefulness in the Christian reformation of American
politica.’—Dr. A. 4, Miner, Boston. 4 A

“ s courae has been manly and consistent, its editoriala able, its sueccess murvelous."'—
President Scovel, Wooster Untversity, ORio.

See fuller notice on a preceding page.

TERMS: $2.00; New Subscribers, §1.50. SPEomEN Coriks FRED.

Address THE CHRISTIAN STATESMAN, 1520 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa.



